THE RECTOR’S LETTER

Dear Friends,
This month | would like to concentrate on news, immediate and forthcoming.

First, a new service for the community, the "Hospital Hoppa'. This new scheme has
funding for a year and is being sponsored by Waverley Borough Council (Community
Partnerships Fund), Waverley Voluntary Grants Panel, Godalming Town Council and
Haslemere Town Council.

It provides transport from your door to the Royal Surrey County Hospital, whether for out-
patient/clinic, day surgery or treatment centre. It is available from 8 am (first pick-up) to
5.30 pm (last return). To register and pre-book your journeys ring the Hospital Hoppa call
centre in Wormley on 01428 681701.

If you live in Elstead and you have transport problems, then you should be eligible. The
charge (per single journey) is £5, with carers or partners being charged £2.20. Wheel-
chairs can be taken. If you have used Help In Elstead to get transport to the Royal Sur-
rey, we would ask you to try this new service instead - it would free up our small pool of
drivers for other journeys. [It should be emphasised that this new Hoppa service is simply
to the Royal Surrey, not to other hospitals].

| think that this is a wonderful idea, knowing how awkward it can be for some to get to the
Royal Surrey - now all that is needed is for people to use it. There are leaflets with further
details (but the above is all you need to know to get started) in church.
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Second, | am delighted to say that our historic churchyard wall (which has taken nearly
three years of painstaking work by John Hickmott) is now complete again, and a new set
of gates designed by David Oakley will shortly be installed. We feel that we should mark
this event, and the considerable fund-raising success of the Friends of St. James that has
made it all possible, with a special service on Sunday 19th July at 10 am. You are
warmly invited to join us for the service and for refreshments afterwards - hopefully out-
side in the churchyard !
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Third, our Link Mission Partners - Colin and Anita Smith - are visiting us from Nairobi
in July, and they will be our guests and speakers at the 10 am service on Sunday 10th
July at Thursley. We are very excited to be seeing them again as much has been hap-
pening in the church in Nairobi recently and we are looking forward to hearing from them
first hand.

Also, we are hoping to send two young people (possibly one from Thursley and one from
Elstead) out to Nairobi next year to find out for themselves what life is like in Kenya and in
the churches there and to bring us back their impressions and ideas. Does this idea fit
anyone you know ?

| hope the sun shines on your June.

William Lang.



CATHOLIC COLUMN

A tyrant, or mandated to serve the truth?

Catholics and other Christians in Elstead and elsewhere have been reflecting on the combative
life, the intellectual strength and powerful personality of the late John Paul Il. He battled totalitari-
anisms of various kinds, and then found himself embroiled with the subtler ‘isms’ which have cap-
tured Western society: relativism and secularism.

John Paul argued against the spirit of the times that there is your truth and there is my truth, by
upholding the existence of an objective, universal moral order, knowable through scripture and
the natural law, which we must strive to observe in order to achieve genuine freedom. This has
been characteristic of Christian teaching from the earliest times and John Paul 1l has not added to
it, though he offered no compromise in setting out the principles and how they should apply to hu-
manity today. For example, his encyclical Veritatis Splendor (The Splendour of Truth) in 1993 as-
serted the moral absolute and in Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) in 1995, he warned
against the ‘contraceptive mentality’ and its ‘culture of death’, against which the Church (‘the peo-
ple of life’) must refuse any compromise or fudge with the world’s way of thinking.

This has been acutely uncomfortable for many in the affluent West who are caught up in a post-
modern society dominated by the physical achievement of personally liberated lifestyles. John
Paul increasingly seemed a nay-sayer, wagging his finger and reminding believers of the deep
moral imperatives many of us choose to brush aside. He taught that obligation is central to Chris-
tianity; that freedom is to do with self-giving, not self-assertion — in the field of sexual ethics as in
other areas of life. Those with scant regard for Christian living would see this as quaint or stupid;
many Christians would see it as inconvenient and too taxing to follow.

One might have wished that John Paul’'s immense personal warmth and love for humanity had ex-
pressed itself in these matters by emphasising what the 13" Century theologian St Thomas Aqui-
nas called the morality of virtue rather than the morality of command. Morality, said Aquinas, is
aimed at helping our journey towards God and happiness. The virtues are central to this, not the
commandments. But John Paul, who embodied the virtues so evidently himself, judged it more
important to state the moral case without ambiguity, and clarity can hurt.

Is this a form of tyranny? A tyrant rules in a cruel, arbitrary way. There is nothing arbitrary about
John Paul’s stand; it is consistent with the teaching of the Church through the ages. Is it cruel in
the sense of imposing deliberate suffering? That does not square with what we know of his char-
acter and the way he identified with suffering humanity. Was he obliged to state the truth and
draw out the implications, or should he have simply shut up? What sort of pantomime Pope
would he have been if he had not spoken out?

We can be pretty sure that his successor, Benedict XVI, will maintain the same stance. He has
worked closely with John Paul Il for many years, and he sees himself as ‘mandated to serve the
truth’ as the latest occupant of the Chair of St Peter. Catholics need not expect an easy ride with
their consciences, but they will not be lost in ambiguity.

Francis Quinlan

MASS IN ELSTEAD

This will be celebrated next on 1st June at 8:00pm at @imberline®Hookley Lane, the home of Neil
& Bernadette Andrews. All welcome.

Francis



ROSEMARY'S RAMBLINGS — JUNE 2000

| checked the map. Yes, it definitely said “Green Lane”, but the lane under my feet was far from
green. Brown would have been a better description. Thick brown mud!!! Still, it couldn’t go on
forever and if | stuck to the middle of the track and tried to step on the grassy mounds, my feet
should keep reasonably dry.

Well, that good idea soon went out of the window as even the grass in the middle of the track be-
came swallowed in squelchy, watery soil and mud. | persevered — after all | had come so far al-
ready, it couldn’t be much further. And yes, my perseverance was rewarded as | rounded a cor-
ner and saw the gate and the end of the track just a few yards away.

But joy at the nearness of the gate soon turned to dismay when | realised what lay in front. The
gate itself was half submerged in thick mud and it was not one gate but two. Two old, very rusty,
unsupported metal gates propped up against each other. | took a moment to take stock. First, |
needed to cross over the now deep muddy track. Then | needed to somehow climb over the
gates, even though | knew they would not support my weight. | found a dead twig and tried to use
that for support to get me across the track — but that broke and disappeared into the mud. | made
the decision to edge gingerly across the bottom rung of the gates so that | could at least cross
over the track but half way across the gates began to collapse. | fell with them although | man-
aged to keep upright. Ankle deep in mud my only option was to try and use the now flattened
gates as a kind of cattle grid before they sank completely into the mud.

We meet God in many places — | had not expected to meet God when | was out walking during
my retreat. But in the safety of the retreat centre whilst waiting for my trainers and trousers to
wash | realised just how God had spoken to me. You see, going back, retracing my steps was
never an option | considered. | kept telling myself | had come so far, | would be bound to reach
safety soon. Besides turning back would have meant going back through all the mud | had just
encountered and for what purpose other than failure. Yet having hung on in, just when | thought
the end was in sight | was confronted by a huge obstacle — the gate — which caused me physical
pain in order to get over it.

Life, as | have often said before, is a journey. Sometimes, often, the journey is difficult. We find
ourselves plodding through the mud, unsure and uncertain of the way forward. Sometimes, often,
the way forward seems blocked. We encounter many obstacles on our journey, some of which
cause us great pain.

But ultimately we arrive, weary and covered with the stains of life’s journey. But we do arrive and
we arrive with God.

Happy rambling!!!

Rosemary

Elstead Paper Boat Race

Saturday June 25" 2005 - The Moat Thursley Road

Registration - 2pm Races Start - 3pm Entry forms from Spar and St James€School

For further information - phone 01252 702 196 or 702 079




ELSTEAD HOLIDAY PLAYSCHEME

at
St. James School

This year has seen some exciting changes at Elstead’s Holiday Playscheme. Firstly, our new
Manager, Caroline Sherd, who has plenty of experience working in schools and playschemes,
joined us. Her enthusiasm and ideas were certainly a breath of fresh air and we’re glad to say that
she will be returning to join us again for three weeks in the summer. We also have a new Chair-
man, Katy Hrycyszyn, and a number of new committee members. The committee, who manage
the playscheme, help on a voluntary basis and provide a valuable resource for families in the
area.

Our playscheme, during the Easter holidays, welcomed children from Elstead and the surrounding
villages and they all enjoyed a fun packed week at St. James School. The children enjoyed sport-
ing activities, such as football, tai chi, cricket and tennis. For those children who prefer arts and
crafts, we made masks, painted glass, grew some cress, and created some amazing marbling, to
name but a few of the activities on offer. Our guest visitors included David Dray, who returned to
run a drama workshop complete with stage makeup. Martin Lavender also joined us for the first
time. Martin brought along a number of remote control aircraft and all of the children were able to
fly an airship and model aeroplanes.

Our summer playscheme will run from Monday, 25" July until Friday, 12" August 2005 and book-
ing forms will be available towards the end of May from Jo Rose on 01252 781525. We are cur-
rently organising activities for the scheme, which will be a mix of sports, arts and crafts. We are
lucky to be able to use the swimming pool again this year and we hope to use the pond and wild-
life area for some nature activities. They'll also be a barbeque, in the evening, on Friday, 12" Au-
gust. We're sure to have some more fun during the summer, so we hope to see you there !

ENSEMBLE HELEN-SZ
helen.sz@btopenworld.com

Wed 15" Village Halls AGM Youth Centre p13
Sat 18" St J School Summer Fair School p3
Sat 25" Paper Boat Race The Moat p6
Sat 25" Garden Club Summer Show  Village Hall pl6
Fri 1% Elstead Marathon Village Green pl
Mon 4™ Peter Pan Open Day Sports Pavilion pl3
Fri 8" Guildford Harmony Village Hall pl7
Fri 15" Summer BBQ Cricket Pavilion pll
Fri 22" Charity Quiz Village Hall pl4
25th July to  Environmental Playscheme St James’ School p9
14th Aug
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There is great excitement in school now because everyone is busy rehearsing for our summer
production of Lionel Bart’s Oliver on 7™ and 8" July. Everywhere you go in school, children are
singing one of the songs, practising a dance or learning their lines. We hope you will come to
watch. Tickets will be on sale at the school from Monday 20" June.

| am sure that many of you will remember Tony Tilson who, sadly, died last summer. Tony was a
regular helper in school and even came with us on our Year 6 residential for several years. He
was game for everything and put many of the other adults to shame by doing all of the outward
bound activities with the children, such as the zip wire, abseiling, and the trapeze. He is still
greatly missed by the school. At his funeral, friends and family gave money which his wife, Joan,
wanted to donate to the school. The School Council, under the chairmanship of Tony’s grandson,
Chris Terry, consulted all the classes and, with Joan, decided to buy a maypole and some play-
ground equipment. The volleyball net, skipping post, hoopla and “go for it"” goal are much enjoyed
by children at playtimes. The maypole club is proving very popular and it is one of our largest after
school clubs. School governor, Mrs June Playfoot now runs this club, as she did over thirty years
ago when she was a teacher here. It is lovely to watch the children’s faces as they skip round
showing such joy, but also great concentration. We hope they will be expert enough to give a dis-
play at our Summer Fair on Saturday 18" June, to which you are all welcome.

The School Council have been concerned about school dinners and healthy eating. They met
with our cook, Mrs Monica Lawson, at the beginning of term to discuss the content of our school
meals. A salad bar was introduced last year and this is available every day. Mrs Lawson ex-
plained that she has not served turkey twizzlers for some time, and no reconstituted meat or fish
products are now used. The beefburgers are organic and the chicken nuggets are coated pieces
of chicken breast. The menu is organised as a 3 week rolling programme with a weekly roast din-
ner and two fruit based puddings every week. Fresh fruit, yoghurts, cheese and biscuits are also
available daily. Mrs Lawson cooks many meals from scratch and chips are only on the menu
every three weeks. The School Council were reassured that the quality of school meals continues
to improve.

They also decided that all children should bring a healthy snack to school for the morning break
rather than crisps, chocolate biscuit bars or cereal bars that are full of sugar. Key Stage 1 children
have a piece of fruit provided free for them every day through the government’s Five Pieces A
Day campaign, but Key Stage 2 children were still bring their own choice of snack. The School
Council spoke to everyone at an assembly last week and wrote to parents saying that only fruit,
vegetables and real cheese could be brought as a snack in future. | was very impressed by the
responsible attitude shown by the children in trying to promote a healthy lifestyle.

Key Stage 1 children have the topic “Food” this term and Year 2 went on an unusual educational
visit to The Three Horseshoes pub in Thursley. They had been investigating different combina-
tions of fruit for making smoothies at school but they made them in the pub kitchen under the
watchful eye of proprietor, David Alders. They also helped him to make delicious pizzas for their
lunch. We had a larger than usual number parent helpers on this trip!

Ann Tann



FURTHER REPORT OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
OF ELSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL 2005

Long serving Parish Councillors Roger Holroyd and Richard
Terry were treated to a celebratory cake to commemorate
their outstanding service to the community. Richard Terry
has been on the Parish Council for thirty years and Rodger
Holroyd even longer, "that's an extraordinary length of time
when you consider how many meetings that involves" said
the Chairman Denis Holmes. Former chairman, Lady Mandy
Strathalmond and Arthur Mashford had also been invited to
the special tea party; and all the villagers attending the
meeting enjoyed refreshments and cake.

Denis Holmes, in opening his @hairmans report© paid trib-

ute to all the hard work and time that the Councillors and

the Parish Clerk had given over the past year with the lack

of cleaning and maintenance of highways causing more _ .

complaints than anything else. Richard Terry & Roger Holroyd cutting
their cake

THURSLEY ROAD PAVILLION - Mr Pat Murphey gave a

report for the trust. After failing to get any lottery funding

the project looked as if it might fail, but the trust have re-

vised the plans and a group led by Brian Pearse have set

up a @elf build© scheme to keep the costs down. Waverley

Borough Council have promised a grant of £55,000. They

also hope to get the estimated £30,000 VAT bill waived.

Having previously been told that the trust would have to

pay the full VAT, they are awaiting the results of an appeal.

Fund raising is still essential but Mr Murphey hoped that the

project could get started this summer.

Di Terry
Past and Present Chairmen
Please see last months issue for details of other council Arthur Mashford Lady Mandy Strathal mond
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PETER PAN PRE-SCHOOL

This term we have studied the theme of
transport at Peter Pan Pre-school. Chil-
dren have, looked at why and how we
travel by learning about cars, buses, aero-
planes, ferries and ships. All of our activi-
ties follow this theme, from digger jigsaws,
remote control cars, creating different ve-
hicles in our craft area to turning our home
corner into a bright red bus ! To continue
our theme of transport we all went on a
coach trip to Horton Park Farm in April.
We had a wonderful day handling the rab-
bits and guinea pigs, looking at the baby
chicks, ducklings and piglets, as well as
riding on the tractors. The farm also had a
fantastic indoor play area which the chil-
dren particularly enjoyed. It was our first
trip there and 1@ sure we will return soon.

We are also very excited about the build-
ing work which is due to start in the sum-
mer. As the new Pavilion follows a differ-
ent footprint, the old pavilion will not have
to be demolished until the new one is built.
With fingers crossed, this will mean we will
still be able to operate from our existing
site. |, along with past and present com-
mittee members and parents would like to
thank everyone who has supported our
fundraising over the years. Your help has
enabled Peter Pan Pre-school to donate
£5,000 towards the project. Thank you.

We have been full this year, but in Sep-
tember we will have some spaces avail-
able. Our sessions run from 9 a.m. until 12
noon and our session fee is £8.00. Chil-
dren are entitled to a nursery education
grant in the term after they turn three. If
you would like to come along and see us
then please pop along, you do not need to
make an appointment. Two dates for your
diary, which you might like to note, are
Monday, 4™ July which is our AOpen Day©
between 1.30 pm and 3 pm. and Friday,
15" July which is our ANNUAL BARBE-
CUE starting at 6 pm.

And finally, our computer has died and we
really need to replace it, Does anyone
have an old computer that they could do-
nate ? l@n all for recycling, so if you can
help us in any way please contact our
chairman.

Helen Szczepanski - 703 456

DR BARNADO'S

"For nearly forty years the Barnardo
Helper Group in Guildford has been ac-
tively raising funds for Barnardo®. Many
of the events they have organised have
become part of the social life of Guildford
and are remembered with great affection
by its residents. The famous Pancake
Race in the High street is just one exam-
ple of an event that not only raised funds
for the childcare work of Barnardo® but
was also a very popular community event.
Fashion Shows, Concerts and Summer
Garden Parties have all been part of the
fundraising repertoire. In more recent
years Pudding Nights and Quiz evenings
have proved to be extremely popular, with
both events having a waiting list for tick-
ets.

The group now needs new members in or-
der to maintain its outstanding fundraising
record and to enable it to continue to pro-
vide very much needed support for
Barnardo® work with disabled and disad-
vantaged children and young people.

Do you have a few hours to spare? We
would like to be able to stage two events a
year which would involve attending two or
three committee meetings during the plan-
ning stage and helping at the event itself.

The committee firmly believes that Fund-
raising should also be Fun@aising, so if
you would like to join, be prepared to en-
joy yourself!

If you would like further information please
contact either:

Marion Newitt,

Barnardo® Volunteer Fundraising Manager on
Tel 01380 818 461 or

email marion.newitt@barnardos.org.uk

or
Mrs Helen Barnardo
Guildford Barnardo® Helper Group

on Tel 01483 835 922 or
email: askabusyperson@ntlworld.com

William Lang
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ELSTEAD AFTERNOON W.I.

The meeting of Elstead Afternoon W.I. on 5
May had stiff opposition from the General
Election with several members absent on this
account.

A memorial service is arranged on 11" May in
Thursley Church for Peggy Stokes, a popular
and enthusiastic member who will be sadly
missed.

The main subject of the day was to discuss
two Annual Resolutions, one being ®armgate
Milk Prices©and the other ACare of our Envi-
ronment© Both were given a lively airing, ap-
proved and voted to be put forward to the Na-
tional meeting in the Royal Albert Hall in June.

The Art Group presented a /Rogues Gallery@of
their attempts at portrait painting of group
members. Each portrait was duly identified
and congratulations extended to the artists
and their tutor Audrey Barnes. The Drama
Group is re-forming in readiness to prepare
their Christmas entertainment and all other
regular activity groups are in full swing.

Additional dates of future events include a
Plant Sale on 17" May, Coffee Morning on 7th
June, Jacket Potato lunch on 12th July, Quiz
Night on 22" July and a coach trip to Brighton
Pavilion on 25" August. With the promise of a
busy summer, the meeting concluded with tea
provided by Barbara Bartlett, Mary Copeland
and May Deaville, during which a quiz was
completed with six joint winners.

The next meeting will be a Cream Tea at
1 Moorside Cottages on 2™ June at 2.30pm.

Christine Welland.

GooDb COMPANIONS

We were blessed with a fine afternoon for our
April meeting, everyone getting there without a
soaking which could have well been the case
had we had one of the downpours at the ap-
propriate time.

Several of our members, were away on holi-
day which is nice for them, but we too had a
very enjoyable time. After a little business,
Jessie speaker - chose her favourite item
which appealed to her the most from our table
of interest. The item being so unusual from
the selection of cruets. It was a very colourful
china Elephant who carried the condiments on
(his/her 1) back and either side and was a very
old piece.

The cruets fitted in very well with our theme of
the afternoon which was “Food Glorious
Food”, which was based on competitions for
members at each table. The first found we
had to guess the contents of each Fairy Cake
case, second round, associations in Music and
thirdly naming six different types of cheese,
(anyone wishing to take a small piece home
for a taster had the opportunity). We then had
a discussion abut memories of Mum’s and
their cooking and recipes, and two cooker
books were on show from the 1800’'s one of
which gave a daily full day menu for the year !
The elephant by the way belonged to Sonia.

There was a good raffle and tea served by the
ladies.

Next meeting we will be having a visit from St
James’ pupils who will no doubt be entertain-
ing us in song and verse.

Freda Shaw.
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Friday, 15" July - 6 pm at the Cricket Pavilion, Thursley Road

Everyone welcome. Licensed bar, prize draw and lots of fun and games.
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ELSTEAD EVENING WI.

Report of Meeting held on Tuesday 3 May 2005

The main aim of our May meeting was to discuss the two subjects of the Resolution Final Shortlist
2005. The WI is represented on several Government committees and the result of the votes at
the NFWI Annual General Meetings are given serious consideration.

Farmgate Milk Prices

Two members of Devon Federation have proposed “members do all in their power to raise public
awareness of the unfair difference between the retail prices of milk and the price paid to the
farmer”. Although none of our members had local experience of this problem, from the back-
ground notes supplied to us we learnt that “UK farmgate prices are not only inadequate to recom-
pense farmers for the cost of milk production, they are also consistently below the EU average. In
the past seven years, average dairy farmers’ income has exceeded the national minimum wage
only twice and the effective rate of pay has averaged £2.90 an hour. The current National Mini-
mum Wage is £4.85. The House of Commons Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select Com-
mittee have reported that “Despite increases in 2003 of the retail prices of liquid milk and cheese,
little appears to have been transmitted to farmers”. Moreover, despite their best efforts in this in-
quiry to determine who takes what share of the retail price of a litre of liquid milk, they were un-
able to account for some 18 pencel!

Care of our Environment

The NFWI Board of Trustees have called on “WI members to take further action to reduce waste
and conserve resources in their own homes and communities; to lobby manufacturers, retailers
and decision makers to reduce waste in the production, packaging and transportation of public
and consumer goods”.

Some of our committee members had brought in examples of grocery packaging they had used
during the week and we discussed what we considered excessive use of plastic, cardboard and
paper around some of the products. “In January this year the government announced that it had
met its 2003-4 target of recycling 17 per cent of domestic waste. However it could be argued that
the UK Government set itself very low targets as many of its EU neighbours recycle over 50 per
cent of their domestic waste”. “If no changes are made, environmental damage will continue and
the Earth’s valuable resources will continue to be squandered. The majority of the resources that
we use to make things cannot be replaced. Throwing away our rubbish puts pressure on the en-
vironment — not only from the landfills and incinerators, but also because we have to extract and
process even more resources.”

After lively discussion our members agreed with both resolutions and it will be interesting to hear
other WI's views at the AGM.

We had a very successful coffee morning and sale on the 7th May, which was a pleasant social
event enjoyed by organisers and supporters alike.

On Monday, we visited Grayshott Pottery for our monthly local outing, and spent time in the work-
shop, the well-stocked gift shop and enjoyed a cup of tea and long chat in the tea rooms. ldeas
for the June trip would be very welcome.

Diane Tulett
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ELSTEAD BRANCH ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Would you enjoy helping the ex servicemen and women in times of
need? Would someone like you want to join us as our Welfare Officer?

The position is unpaid, but all expenses will be reimbursed. Training
will be available. The use of a vehicle is a must, and whilst some
travelling is involved, we tend to cover Elstead and the surrounding
area only

If you are interested please contact the Branch Secretary:

Andrew Jones,

Grasshoppers Lower Ham Lane
Elstead, Surrey

GUS8 6HQ

Telephone, 01252 703 293

8.00 p.m. Elstead Youth Centre
Come and tell us how you think we're doing.
If you'd like to join the team that keeps our Village Hall and Youth Centre going, we'd like to hear
from you. So far we have one new volunteer. The more volunteers we have, the less onerous

the task!

Peter Hartley (Chairman), 2, Hazelwood, Elstead
(01252-703461)
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ELSTEAD ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Women’s Section

At our April meeting PC Sam Barnett our Community Liaison Officer was our speaker for the eve-
ning. She gave us a very interesting talk on all aspects of crime prevention. It was good to know
that our area is being well looked after, by her and her colleagues.

The monthly competition was a Lemon Meringue Pie 1% Betty Burton 2™ Mary Royalll.

Two dates for your diary Tuesday 28" June 2005 a day trip to Portsmouth to see the Great Ships
from all around the world, this will be an historic event going back 600 years which will be the start
of Trafalgar 200. There will be a unique range of sea vessels- everything from the romantic tall
ships of yesteryear to powerful warships of today.

ALSO

Thursday 21° July there will be an evening mystery tour starting from the usual pick up points at
6pm.

If anyone is interested in either of the above please let me know.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 16" June when Mrs Margaret Cook our County Chairman
will be talking about “Hats” the competition will be a homemade peg bag.

We meet in the Legion Barn on the Third Thursday of each month new members are always

very welcome.

Sue Taylor
Secretary

Elstead Afternoon W.I.

CHARITY QUIZ EVENING
(Supporting: Phyllis Tuckwell - Elstead Pavilion - Friends of St James)
At Elstead Village Hall

On

Friday 22 July 2005
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start

Cost: £7.50 (includes a Ploughman’s Supper + Dessert)
(Bring your own drink and glasses)

Contact: AnneMoon Tel: 703052 for tickets
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ELSTEAD GARDEN CLUB

Elstead Garden Club heard from Mrs Sara Coles about Climbers and Wall Shrubs at our April
meeting. Our speaker began with ivy, and stressed the importance of constant cutting back, oth-
erwise the green ivy will take over from the more attractive variegated species.

She took us through a whole range of plants - various different clematis, which should be cut
down, she said, in November, rather than March. When buying a named variety of clematis, it is
important to get a cutting rather than a seedling, as seedlings do not always grow true. Clematis
Montana can be grown on a north facing wall, whereas other varieties prefer more warmth, and a
south or west facing wall. Winter Jasmine should be clipped hard back, and if the catkins of Garia
go brown, they should be left and cut back.

If Wisteria doesen® flower for a number of years, it is almost certainly because it isn® getting
enough sunshine, and the main shoot and side shoots do need training Forsythia looks better
trained up a wall than grown in a clump, which is what we tend to do in our gardens. We saw sev-
eral slides of ceanothus, both growing as a standard, and trained in a formal arrangement. It is
crucial to cut back pyracantha in mid to late March so that it has time to put on flowering shoots.

We saw a number of slides of roses, of Albertines growing in profusion around a cottage door in
July, and another slide of the same building some weeks earlier, showing how they had been
carefully trained to achieve this rampant effect. It was important with roses, as indeed with any
climber, to realise how big they were going to grow, our speaker said, citing a problem she had
had with Kifsgate, a few years earlier, when the rose "took off€and ended up having to be re-
moved! Most climbers can in fact be grown as standards, we were told, if you rub off the side
shoots.

Our next meeting is on Symmetry and Design in Nature and on June 13th, Brian Deaville will be
talking on "The World in Your Garden" at 7.45 p.m. in the URC Hall. On Sunday June 5th, we
have our summer outing to Borde Hill, a splendid garden near Haywards Heath. This is not re-
stricted to Garden Club members, but see Dorothy Eade quickly if you would like to go. On June
25th, we have our Summer Show in the Village Hall at 2 p.m. More people are joining the Garden
Club all the time, it would be nice to see you there.

Gillian Drew

NEWS FROM ELSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Two good pieces of news to report on the Highways front :

After talking very nicely to SCC Highway Engineers they have repaired the drain and damaged
surface at the junction of Beacon View Road / Thursley Rd, extending the tarmac section as a
goodwill measure. At last we no longer have a rocky ride into the car park !

Our continual pressure on SCC Highways Department to repair the pavement on the western side
of Thursley Rd has resulted at last in action to commence engineering work on 16" May. We are
looking forward to as good a job as carried out on the other side of the road.

The grant of £55,000 by Waverley BC towards the building of the new pavilion has been formerly
agreed which is most pleasing news for the Trust. The Parish Council is in course of applying for
a £25000 loan from the Public Works Board for this project which will be subject to repayments of
capital and interest by the Trust. We hope that the building work will commence within the next
three months. A small change to the perimeter fencing of the children® play area will be needed
as well as re-siting of two pieces of equipment. The new seats have been delivered but they are
not in place yet as they need to be securely fixed to the ground.

The recreation ground committee will then address the task of upgrading the Burford Lodge Rec-
reation Ground.

Denis Holmes Chairman. Next Parish Council Meeting is on 27th June at 7.30
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COUNTRY DIARY
May 2005

The seed feeder for the birds was given a thorough washing and disinfecting and hung up again.
We discovered that birds can catch and die from diseases living in the residue at the bottom of
the feeder.

Later | heard a considerable commotion in the front garden from @imself€the pheasant. The little
birds were doing their usual trick of selectively feeding and dumping the bits they didn®like on the
flower border below. That which the little birds didn®like, the pheasant did and he was calling his
wives to feed. The area of border that had been weeded and made neat and tidy now looks like
the inside of a chicken run again! We heard our first cuckoo about the third week in April.

Recently on BBC Radio 2 an announcer complained about the unseasonable weather! It was
April and it was raining; has he not heard of April showers? We may not like the rain but it keeps
our land a pleasant place to live.

This is the time of year to think about bedding plants. I try to grow flowers that attract insects and
bees to the garden which are good for pollen. Slugs are a particular problem to us this spring, and
the tender young plants; the first lot of marigolds | put out in display pots got eaten straight away.
Then | remembered an article | read that suggested growing marigolds next to garlic or onion. |
cut up some garlic and put it around the plants with successful results. Snails are not so much of
a problem because you can easily see them to pick them off; slugs are well camouflaged and be-
ing black, the colour of the soil, green or white, and they can hide at the roots of the plants.

| never use slug or snail pellets as these are poisonous and can kill or make very ill animals or
birds that eat them.

The best hunter is the tiny shrew, it has to eat every ten minutes and fortunately for the gardener
loves slugs and snails. Snail eaters include glowworms. If you find whole empty shells you almost
certainly have glow worms; | won®describe the eating process as it is quite revolting! Birds such
as thrushes which includes blackbirds, and jays, the colourful members of the crow family also go
looking for snails and slugs. | once saw a jay poking about in my herb garden and having found a
snail, flew off with it in his beak.

Having an organic garden means that nature usually sorts things out for you. The fact that | seem
to have more slugs than usual, means, | suspect, that the shrew population has dwindled which
hopefully will remedy itself shortly at the start of the breeding time.

Soon we hope to hear the cheeping of tiny birds outside our bedroom window. A pair of blue tits
seen looking at one of our nesting boxes have decided that it is a Des. Res. and have moved in.
They are very busy, with the male foraging and bringing back insects for the female sitting on
eggs. Once the eggs hatch it will be a busy time for both parents as they feed the young. This
should coincide with the emerging of caterpillars. As the weather has got warmer we have seen
many butterfly courting couples flitting around our garden and neighbouring fields, in particular
Orange tip, brimstone yellow, and cabbage white.

Richard and Di Terry

ELSTEAD GARDEN CLUB

Saturday 25" June, Open to the public 2.00pm to 4pm Village Hall

Come along to this great event. You will be amazed at the wonderful displays of flowers, fruit and vegetables
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JOTTINGS FROM THE SQUARE!

(A monthly piece from Elstead Cricket Club)

Welcome to the 2005 cricket season! The weather’s picked up and the fruits of all that mental
preparation through the long winter months and the physical preparation in the indoor nets are
now being felt on the field of play.

And how! The 1st X1 has certainly hit the ground running. A washed out first fixture against
Frensham was merely the hors-d’oevre for a stunning start to the season. Batting first at Headley
the Ones got themselves in a tangle as early wickets tumbled but a couple of handy mid-innings
partnerships steadied the ship and a total of 131 was the result, respectable enough on slow early
season pitches. The might of Elstead’s bowling then came into play with Mubarak Ahmed and
Fazal Syed taking four miserly wickets apiece. Headley were all out for 88 and Elstead pocketed
ten points.

A week later Grayshott visited Elstead and were quickly cock-a-hoop as the home side’s batting
once again looked unnervingly lacking in substance. At 46 for 6 An early finish and defeat were
staring Elstead in the face but a late flurry from Morgan Pearse, Mubarak Ahmed and Haris Shah
saw the final total creep to 106. Better but surely not enough. Wrong! Elstead’s bowlers tore into
the Grayshott line-up and had them 41 for 4 at tea, and all out for 89 shortly afterwards. Another
10 points and top of the table!

And so to the visit of knockout cup specialists, Rowledge, in the Village Cup! In front of the Sky
TV cameras — yes, really — Elstead nearly pulled off a remarkable victory. Chasing a barely ade-
guate 188 — only a spate of dropped catches let it get that far — Elstead couldn’t quite keep up the
momentum and subsided to 144 for 7. A fine performance, nevertheless, from a side full of confi-
dence at the moment!

So what of the Twos? Well, they, too, have started well. Restricting Badshot Lea in the first game
to 101 Elstead calmly chased the runs to chalk up a fine if unspectacular win, a steady 39 not out
from Richard Jones ensuring nothing went wrong. At Lindford ‘Jonah’ was at it again with 54 but
the star of the show was Pat Murphy who defied the years to record an excellent century as El-
stead scored 185 for 2. Sadly Elstead’s plucky bowlers couldn’t quite winkle out the home team
who clung on for a draw with one wicket left. Still, a good start in Division Four as well.

And the juniors? Success here too! The Under 11s have won their first two games — it's been a
while since that happened — the Under 13s have won through to the area semi-finals of the Ken
Barrington Cup and the Under 15s have won one and lost one, the latter to the nigh-on county
level side of Basingstoke.

Will it all last? Who knows! Just watch this space and I'll keep you informed.

Gordon Wycherley

GUILDFORD HARMONY 25th ANNIVERSARY!

Surrey Fringe Men’s Barbershop Chorus & “KARISMA”
in aid of

THE PHYLLIS TUCKWELL HOSPICE

Elstead Village Hall Friday, 8th July 2005 7.30 p.m.
Tickets: £6.00 from Sue Wilkinson 01252 729433 or Pauline Gayner 01252 683984

Refreshments & Raffle during Evening
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ST JAMES LADIES FELLOWSHIP

The Ladies Fellowship embarked on what was surely an entirely new area for most of us at our April
meeting- building a motorway! What we didn®know about civil engineering greatly outweighed what
we did, but under the expert guidance of Len Parker, who worked on the building of the M6, we were
soon fascinated.

One of the most interesting things was just how many different aspects there are to building a major
road. The geological problems, and the weighing of various possible solutions to traversing inhospita-
ble terrain, gripped our attention. The choosing of the right route for the motorway involved taking the
road above 700 feet, something which the engineers were not keen to do, as roads above this height
are obviously more prone to mist and fog. The Lune valley route, which was the one finally selected,
involved running the road through an area where the best route had already been taken by the engi-
neers who built the railway 100 years before. It also had to avoid hilly terrain with loose shale, where if
the hillside was undercut too much, it would be liable to collapse onto the motorway, and onto the rail-
way below. However, other possible routes had too much impact on farming areas, or areas of great
natural beauty, where a major road is not an acceptable addition to the landscape. One way in which
the rock was persuaded not to tumble down the hillside was through the use of submarine netting.
Some of the nets which were used in Norway in the Second World War to stop submarines creeping
up the fiords, were shipped across the North Sea, and pinned to the hillside, where they proved very
effective. Rock bolts were also used, but these are required in large quantities, and of course have to
be regularly checked for signs of wear and tear. Sampling of rock and soils had to be carried out, as
obviously what is under the ground is far more important than what is on top, when you are consider-
ing the construction of a major road. The very shallow foundations of some of the earlier bridges and
other structures on the route would certainly not be acceptable by today® standards.

Cold, wet, wind, and all sorts of hazards met the engineers as they laboured to lay out the road. Len
recalled how he spent all night on a bleak and windswept hillside with his theodolite, measuring how
much a trench was moving, before it could be decided whether it was safe to proceed. For all that
there was a close camaraderie among the road builders, social events, and even weddings, took
place, and even now, forty years on, many of them are still friends. We could well appreciate how
Len® heart rises, even today, when he drives down the elegant sweep of road, coming down from
Shap to the Lune Gorge. He certainly helped us to understand the many different aspects of building
a @ad.

Our Coffee Morning for the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice, takes place in May, and the result should be to
hand next month. Our May meeting is a flower arranging demonstration, with Pat Pearce, and do join
us in June for our Grand Scrabble tournament on the 28th. Its strictly for fun, and it doesen®matter a
bit if you®e never played before. We will be having an outing by coach to Hatfield house on July 9th,
All are welcome whether you belong to the group or not. There are some notable gardens as well as
the house. Do phone Gill Drew on 702237 if you would like to go.

Gillian Drew

ELSTEAD VILLAGE PANCAKE RACE 2005

Thank you to everyone who supported the Pancake Race in February.

The sponsorship money has now been collected and with the raffle and the sale of pancakes we
raised a total of £520.72. This was an excellent total bearing in mind how much the local community
had contributed to the Tsunami Appeal in the previous month. This year, we decided to split the
money between two charities rather than three. Six year old Sarah Charters collected the most spon-
sorship money and she has delivered a cheque for £260 to The Hydestile Wildlife Trust, her chosen
charity. A cheque for £260 was also sent to the Elstead Youth Centre.

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously, to all those who helped on the day and to all those
who took part in the races. Next year the Pancake Race is on Saturday 25" February 2006.

Ann Tann
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